The Denver & Rio Grande Western Railroad first began construction of a line in Utah beginning in 
about 1880. That line was run west out of Grand Junction, Colorado, across the base of the Book 
Cliffs to Green River, then northwest to Price, and finally up Price Canyon to Soldier Summit and down 
Spanish Fork Canyon to intersect the Utah Southern at Springville. It was completed on March 30, 
1883. 

Much later in history the Heber Creeper was begun. In 1898, the Denver and Rio Grande 
Western Railroad extended a line from Provo, into Provo Canyon to as far as Upper Falls, just beyond 
Bridal Veil. It was primarily an excursion or recreation railway line, as there were no mines or any other 
reason for it to be in Provo Canyon. 

The next big step toward completing this line was in 1899. That's when the Utah Eastern 
Railway Company, headquartered in Salt Lake City, opened a line from Upper Falls to the town of 
Heber. The grading for the line began on March 20, 1899, the laying of tracks began on April 24, 1899, 
and construction ended on September 22, 1899. It was described in the local Heber newspaper 
known as the Wasatch Wave. Here is how they reported the event. 


RAILROAD COMPLETED FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1899. 

The Provo Canyon branch of the Rio Grande Western Railroad which connects Heber City with 
Provo is now completed and ready for business. The length of the road is 25.8 miles[41 kms]. There 
are seven Stations on the line between Provo and Heber. Their names and their distances from Provo 
are as follows: Smoot, one mile[1.6 kms]; Crahurst, six miles[10 kms]; Nunns, nine miles[14.5 kms]; 
Falls, ten miles[16 kms]; Forks[Vivian Park], twelve miles[19 kms]; Wallsburg, eighteen miles[29 
kms]; Charleston, twenty-one miles[34 kms]. None of these station will have an agent. E. W. Sullivan 
has been appointed agent at Heber. He comes well recommended, having been in the employ of the 
company for a number of years. 

Elsewhere in this issue will be found the time table showing the arrival and departure of trains. This 
schedule is very satisfactory indeed. The trains connect at Provo with the fast-continental trains 
both east and west without any of those long, tiresome waits. If you have business in Salt lake you 
can take the 6:40 am train--arrive in the City 10:00 o'clock; returning you can leave Salt Lake at 5 
o'clock pm and reach Heber at 8:05. This gives you seven hours in the metropolis, and the whole of 
the business day in the city which is from 10 o'clock to 5. On the other hand our Salt Lake friends can 
leave there at 8 am, reach Heber at 11:10 am, spand 3 1/2 hours in Heber and leave at 2:20, arriving in 
Salt Lake at 5:35 in the evening. 

In the book on Wasatch County history entitled, How Beautiful Upon the Mountains, it states; The 


Inside one of the railway cars of the Heber Creeper. 
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